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POLICE — ADDITIONAL OFFICERS 

1015. Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS to the Premier: 
I refer to violence in Northbridge, including the sickening bashing of a small business owner in Yagan Square over 
the weekend. Can the Premier confirm that the Commissioner of Police and the City of Perth council have 
requested additional police officers and will the Premier immediately commit to additional police officers and 
emergency funding to deal with the ongoing meth crisis to address out-of-control violence in Perth? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
At the state election two and a half years ago, there were two major parties competing. One put forward 
a commitment to additional police officers; the other did not. The Labor Party put forward a commitment to 
additional police officers; the Liberal Party did not. What has been seen under our government are some significant 
increases in police officers, particularly dedicated to interdicting meth coming into Western Australia and also 
some additional support for police across the community. Some of these crimes obviously distress me, as they do 
many people across our community. It is appalling when people are victims of crime, but that is why we are putting 
in those additional resources, including the meth border force, enhanced police powers and body-worn cameras, 
tablets for police officers to ensure they are more efficient in some of their work, stab–proof ballistic body armour, 
a new police helicopter, and the list goes on in terms of support we are providing to police in Western Australia. 

When it comes to the budget, the budget has increased $104 million on the budget that we inherited when we came 
to office. On top of that, we abolished the Frontline First policing model of the former Liberal government. Under 
the now Leader of the Opposition, there were huge spikes in crime. There were massive spikes in crime month 
after month after month. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: That is what the Leader of the Opposition did. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Consequent to that, we have seen declines in crime across Western Australia. In individual 
areas, there will be peaks and troughs when it comes to the statistics, but overall, compared with when the 
Liberal Party was in office, there have been declines in crime. 
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